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Gradus Ad Parnassum 


H. R. H., Grand Rapids, 
Mich., asks what books to 
recommend to a middle-aged 
lady of leisure, to give her a 
directed course of study in 


wd 
ne | a os the appreciation of modern 


poetry as well as some help in 

her own compositions. 
iH In such cases I have found that 
rae four books come the nearest to con- 
4 stituting such a working library. For 
os: '@ beginner in the making of verse, 
* }? Marie Gilchrist’s “Writing Poetry” 
I (Houghton), which though written 
ut of experience with high school 
. pupils is about what any beginner is 
i q likely to need. The second is Louis 
Untermeyer’s “The Forms of Poetry” 
(Harcourt), a little handbook alpha- 
2 Seta arranged, giving. definitions 


) ,like matters, with illustrative mate- 
rial. The third is for rhymers who 
feel more comfortable if a rhyming 
ictionary is in the house; for these 


ete Rhyming Dictionary and Craft 
~§ Book for Poetry” (Blue Ribbon), 

ge Which has a fairly comprehensive 
‘ collection of chapters on craftsman- 
ship, along with the dictionary. The 
fourth—a survey for those who still 
want to know just what “modern” 
} i poetry is, and how it differs from 
4 Sand agrees with poetry in general— 
S Babette Deutsch’s “This Modern 
Poetry” (Norton). A born poet can 
function without any of these, and 
* none of them will give you the 
reepower to write poetry if you had 
one to start with, but in between 

is are many who write verse and 

écould write better verse with such 
an equipment. 
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to wai. vue Tor tie ught wey smed on jack's character. 


Jack’s childhood was an agony of uncertainty, both about 


evidently created an ambivalent desire in him to champion 
the disinherited and the hungry and also to prove himself 
a superior, all-conquering individualist hero in spite of his 
bastard origin. He wanted his class to succeed. But he 
wanted the p $01 al satisfaction of rising far above his class. 
Aniese.™ linked deviations,” to use the psychoanalyst’s jar- 
gon, are not at all uncommon and instead of condemning 
_ them as “inconsistent”? we » should, perhaps, ieee that 

hological 
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those of his friends who have been executed or exiled 
for treasonable activities. And in John Dewey’s re- 
portythe geiar of witnesses indicated that the testi- 
m ast March is a tissue te Mauri indus’ 
boo ich does not mention these two es of 


essential difference between rural America and rural > 
Russia. It is an honest book and after reading it I can. 
understand a little about the s oint of view | 
of the Russian people. Reading id 


contradictory testimony, is an attempt to explain the 


ce 
which is written much farther to the Right th U- | 
rice Hindus’, I can in some ways understand and “inf | 


path ith, even though I do not if fhe least appiteve 
of, the madness of the Russian people. | 
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